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Name 


Language Used Religion Population 


Percentage 
of Total 


Georgian 

South Caucaslc 

Christian 

2 , 230 a 

61.5 

Armenian 

Indo-European 

Christian 

410 

11.7 

Abkhaz 

North Caucaslc 

Muslim 

490 

2.5 

Adzhar 

South Caucaslc 

Muslim 

l 60 b 

4.5 

Azerbaijani 

South Turkic 

Muslim 

190 

5.3 

Ossetian 

Iranian 

Muslim 

150 

4.2 
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Others (Greek, Jewish, etc, «••) 


Total 



Percentage 

Population 

of Total 

320 

9.0 

-50 

1.3 

3,600 

100 


i 

the Russian group of the population could be 

further subdivided roughli Into Many 

third Ukrainians, and one -third Kuhans Ukrainian, had re- 

“tSSdtTSirlK hardships of collectivisation in the Kuban. 

0 90# of the responsible positions at all levels 25X1 

25X1 

J^U?. At_‘the Thvarchelljoal mne^Truat, J 

^-fOiaerRabooHevoiasaisSiVtwo of.the ten ■'aaponalbla 25X1 

Warep hpTd bv no ' n-natives oT^ the Georgian SSR. inese were uwu «» 
r»li (S ?Mt! of chief accountant and chief of the planning 

division. 2t)A1 

» .( 1 go - 30$ of the 

3 * officers! bSt only 10 - 15$ of the enlispea nfen oflSoviet Army units 

^ srs.'tsrsws fo/irogSn^Js^K^S- 

narts of the Soviet Union for training and duty hut ^2?® 

llated nen and m», officer s 

Stftroope ehoSlfbe a cSpoaIf^i»?ily of lMltldual^of different 25x , 

are more inclined to thoughtfulness and less inclined to polic 
activities . 

„ 'f~ 60$ of the laborers in heavy Industry 

; ^were^eorgia hs and 3Uft wer e Russians, except in the coal industr y 25X1 

where the percentages were reverse d, J - fhr nrnrfrinn 

* , th |- OI r ig i n al contingents of laborers for the Georgian 

^ j woo Visjfi — oeen recruited from the Donbas coal basin anuL 

USTSSSh Sa5 S™n frequently refreshed hy ne« reorulta fro. 

' other Russian coal mining areas . 

c not more than 20$ of the workers in light 25X1 

5 * industry were Russians, except in leather industry where 70$^ 

were Armenians and Georgians, while Russians made up the remaining 

30$. 
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e. nn state farms, mainly the tea and citrus plantations, 20 - 30# 

6 * of the workers wereRus sian s . There were only a very few Russian 
viuages SoJS* and consequently very few collective farms in 
wiilcfo the labor force was predominantly Russian. 

7 ■ 2?Koo^Kgaf 

cSS5b!S5«iS> e «^S«^ iisi35„ a Sra*S5S used 

'Schools in the "auton omous” areas within the Qeo v^M^ 

^nred°to attS^chools in which Russian was the language of instruc- 

ItZ, they^receivedcertif icates of graduation from such schools 

thev could practice their Specialties almost any place in the Sovi 
Union. Thus they had wider opportunities than those w o re 
their instruction in the Georgian language. 

8. in Georgian schools, the study of Russian 

4 -v,p apfnnd or third grade . Of the eleven institutes oi nignex 

Tbilisi, including the State University, instruction was 
g^eS separately in both the Russian and Georgian languages, with the 
posslhle^exce ntion of the faculty of Oriental St udies^ ^he State^ 

higher in the Georgian " sectors" of these institutes 
than in the RussSn "sectors” sifce the really f 
professors probably preferred to remain in Moscow, meaning that 
Tbilisi institutes had mostly second-rate Russian professors and 
first-rate Georgian professors . ' 


25X1 


9, 


25X1 


25X1 


\ 


10 . 


r ailTors:anizatlQn3 were required to use the Russian lan- 
guage for co Sin?of«ng with any institution of » 

Uv area. Thus, correspondence with agencies in Moscow or with any 
institutions directly subordinate to ministries in Moscow, 
any Soviet Republic, autonomous republic, krai or oblast, would b 
conducted in Russian. 

Purely local organizations of the Georgian Republic or of . ^e^South 
Ossetian Autonomous Oblast or the Adzhar Autonomous Soviet Socll 
Republic conducted their local ^siness among themselves and with 
their subordinate units in their respective languages, but us ®£ 

Russian to communicate with each either. In the Abkhaz _SS_ , _ ■ ' 

Russian was widely used in most institutions down to the village lev 1, 
where the village council (selskl soviet) .might b| conducted in the 

larjmiace Unlike the other governmental units in the ueorgian 
SSR the cSSt system in the Abkhaz ASSR was conducted in Russian 
lnsteadof°the local language, but, as in the other units, litigants 
were entitled to request that court actions be conducted in their 
net 1 vp tongue or that they be provided with an ^erpreter. 


{Russian was used so extensively in the Abkhaz 
ASSR because the Abkhaz language had nothing in common with any other 

local language and perhaps with any known la nguage . 

r the above-descri bed arrangement concerning xapguage» was_yanw= 

mount to a general obligation for all hut ^eloweat-leval officials 
to know Russian. It tended to encourage mastery _of the ^fthelr 
language by national minority citizens who wished to Improve their 
situations^ working in other than the strictly local institutions 
which did not conduct business with organizations of a different 


25X1 


11 . 


nationality group. 



1 Russians 

in Georgia 

The "clannisnness" or vne 

iSi. 
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Georgians plus the fact that they occupied the great majority of 
responsible positions gave the Georgians a substantial advantage 
over the Russians . 


25X1 



no manifestations of hostility or animosity 25X1 

between Russians and Ge 

orgians 


- 25X1 

nd 

however 

alities 


Georgians tended to look down upon most other nation 
there was a definite coolness in their attitude to a 


relations with the Russians and sp ecifically that the y tended not to 
associate with Russians socially. the attitude of 

many Georgians was that the "Russians work hard and like it and we 
Georgians do not like to work, so let the Russians do it". 


25X1 


13. 


it had 25X1 


Regarding the Georgian language | 

not been Russified to any extent at all. | 

Party organs had conducted considerable work toward the "purification" 
of the Georgian language, attempting to rid it of archaic and foreign 
words. |the first secretary of the Central Committee 

of the Georgian Communist Party had made a report on this subject 
sometime in 1950. Nonetheless, many foreign words continued to be 
used in th e Georgian lang uage . A glance at the Georgian newspapers 


25X1 


would 

words 


show 


| the extent to whi ch f oreien^mostly European, 25X i 


the Georgians 


continued to be used, 
have not adopted many standard Soviet phrases in their Russian form 
but have their own words for such terms as "collective farm", "state 
farm" and "communist". 


14. 


25X1 


J Georgian 

history had been modified to conform to changing Soviet .standards of 
interpretation to the same extent as the history of other areas of 
the USSR. He was unable to recall any specific examples of such 
distortion, commenting that he was not a student of Georgian history. 


15. Although there was no hat red for the Russian people 


almost all Georgians opposed the com- 
plete domin ation exerci sed over Georgia by the present Soviet regime 
in Moscow. | this feeling was str ongest among the pe asants 

and the intelligentsia . ) In this connection many 

people tended to believe that the Russians had brought communism to 
Georgia and imposed it on the people! L l 


J there was no hatred for the Russian people 
but there was hatred for their government . f 'the 

independence of a country is not robbed by a nei g hborin g peop l e bu t 
by the rulers of the neighboring people". 
thinking people in G eorgia shared this idea 


25X1 


25X1 

25X1 


25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 


J Georgians, historically, had 
a tenacious love of freedom and independence. Although they had 
never pursued the conquest of their neighbors . they ha d f requently been 
subjected to attacks from their neighbors. the 25X1 

Georgians | |a friendly, hospitable and easy-going people who did 25X1 
not like to engage in denunciation and espionage . | 1 25X1 

they had a well -developed inclination and ability to avoid strict 


the strong hatred of Russians wni.cn existed 
before and for some time after the imposition of communism, had 
been largely transferred to hatred of the Soviet Government . I 

many Georgians n ow realized that the Russian people 'were 
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of harsh laws and a sense of tolerance of such evasiveness 

dined to say: "Well » let him* and may he prosper • I , , 

tLt was these characteristics which enabled Ge P 

what a "silent opposition"^ the Soviet ^egime^ 


the Georgi ans had submitted to various compulsory forms of the 
Soviet state but, whenever they could, had conducted themselves and 
their business as they always had. Cutting corners and evading the 

nf the 1 aw were widespread practices in Georgia 

[no organ ized mo vement of resis ta nce tcT 


t 


,25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 


the Soviet regime existed in Georgia 

- -I — - X*X> 


3 exiaueu in ucvj. , . ... _ 

any kind of an effort Howard organized opposition or 
toward the formation of some sort of non-communist organization 
nipped in the bud by the most cruel and harsh measures . 


the economies 

cTfMleorEla and the other various national minority areas in the USSR 25X1 
were so^ntertwined and interdependent that the majority of the 
plopli tS “eaa - when an? if the, were gi van a. real opportu, »«» 
to exnress their wishes - would favor a federal system which would 
guarantee equal rights to all members and would preclude complete 
domination from Moscow. 
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